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TI - Image processing method for extracting outline of object in image - 
involves extracting object outline In image based on first-stage 
outline that is modified such that minimum total of characteristics of 
first-stage outline shape, image and outline variation can be 
obtained 
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AB - J1 0261 094 The method involves indicating the candidate point of 
the outline of an object in .an image. Several first-stage outline 
candidates are. generated based on the indicated candidate point. 
A first-stage outline, which is to be utilised for outline extraction, is 
selected from the produced first-stage outline candidates. 

- The selected first-stage outline is changed such that the total of the 
amount of shape characteristics of the first-stage outline, amount of 
characteristics of the image and variation of the first-stage outline 
will become minimum. The outline of the object in the image is 
extracted according to the modified first-stage outline. 

- ADVANTAGE - Ensures easy setting of first-stage outline 
corresponding to actual outline during dynamic extraction of object 
outline from image, thus accurate and efficient outline extraction 
can be performed. 
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IN -YUASAMAYUMI 
PA -TOSHIBA CORP 

Tl - METHOD AND DEVICE FOR PROCESSING IMAGE 

AB - PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable an exact and efficient 

contour extraction, by setting an initial contour much closer to a . 

contour in the case of dynamic contour extraction of an object in an 



- SOLUTION: In an image display part2, an image inputted by an 
image input part 1 is displayed. In an initial contour candidate point 
setting part 3, initial contour candidate points concerning the image 
displayed on the image display part2 are inputted. In an initial 
contpur candidate generating part 4, initial contour candidates are 
generated based on the coordinates of candidate points provided 
by the initial contour candidate point setting part 3. In an initial 
contour selector part 5, the generated initial contour candidates are 
displayed and out of these initial contour candidates, any one 
candidate more optimum for a user is selected. In a contour 
extracting parte, by deforming the initial contour so as to minimize 
the total sum of the feature amount (internal energy) of the form of 
this selected initial contour, the feature amount (image energy) of. 
the image and the feature amount of the initial contour (external 
energy) applied at need, the contour of object in the image is 
extracted. 
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